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The 6th Wings Family Day at the Noble Correctional Institution was held on December 2, 2018, in 
Caldwell, Ohio.  Special thanks to the staff at NCI for all their hard work preparing for the Family Day, 
including setting up the wonderful decorations, providing the wonderful Christmas crafts for the children, 
providing pizza, and providing some of the tasty cookies.  We are also so grateful to the members of First 
Christian Church who baked so many delicious homemade cookies, and thanks to the volunteers Misty and 
Devin who took family photos, and all the other volunteers who helped in so many ways. 
  
There were 110 inmates and family members who were cleared for the Family Day, along with 35 
volunteers from Caldwell, Cambridge, Columbus, Lancaster, Cheswick, PA, and Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
Many inmates also helped with the beautiful decorations and set-up.   
 
The prison staff were prepared for us and quickly processed the team members into the prison.  Some of 
the cookies, craft, and dinner supplies were already in the chapel so quickly the volunteers went to work 
preparing the overflowing plates of homemade cookies, paper bags filled with dinner supplies and “angel 
decorating materials”, and the craft areas were set up to make Christmas ornaments, cookie decorating, 
and card making materials. 
 
Warden Tim Buchanan officially greeted and welcomed everyone, and Chaplain Gary Eno opened the 
Family Day in prayer.  All the Wings volunteer, the inmates, and their children, helped Ann Edenfield 
Sweet, Wings For LIFE International’s Executive Director/Founder, lead the singing of the joyous Christmas 
music. “Joy to the World” filled the chapel, and it truly was a VERY joyous place. We all enjoyed the music 
so much.   
 
Next the chapel was transformed into a Live Nativity.  Mary, Joseph, and “baby Jesus” were chosen and 
dressed in costume.  Next shepherds and “little sheep” (all the younger boys) were outfitted.  The girls and 
their dads were angels.  We also had male and female “wise people”.  One of the two rules at a Wings 
Family Day is that “everyone participates”, so everyone in the audience became “twinkling stars” and 
“angels” who sang out Alleluia.   
 
Everyone participated in the Live Nativity, the story of the birth of Jesus.  Although there were a lot of 
smiles and fun, participating in the story allowed participants to actually think about how it must have been 
2,000 years ago.  It was a very meaningful Bible drama.  
 
Next the inmates went with their children to do crafts.  Volunteers were there to assist as needed, and 
everyone loved making a special Christmas ornament, decorating cookies, and making cards.   
 
While the inmates had alone time with their children, the Warden, prison Chaplain, and Ann had time to 
share about the history of Wings, all the programs in the prison, and the various ministries available to the 
inmates inside the prison.  The families were happy to hear from the Warden and Chaplain and were 
educated about what was available for their loved one. It was a meaningful and special time for 
everyone. 
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Professional photographers Misty and Devin took beautiful family photographs and even printed them out 
for the inmates and the family members to keep.  Family photos are one of the real lasting highlights of 
the Family Day, because for once the incarcerated loved one is in a photo.  The photos are treasured by 
both inmates and family members. 
 
Soon the room was turned into a giant dining room.  The pizza arrived and tables of 10 people enjoyed 
the pizza, plenty of delicious homemade cookies, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at each table.   
 
Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived.  A bag of Christmas paper, ribbon, tinsel, and 
recycled “junk” was used to decorate one “Angel” from each dinner group.  Everyone participated in 
decorating their special “Angel”, and soon the room was filled with gorgeous “Angels” with wings and 
halos of all sizes. Great fun was had by all and everyone participated in the final “Alleluia” cheer. 
 
The Family Day closed with everyone holding hands in a large circle around the room.  Everyone was 
asked to bow in prayer and were reminded that Christ was born and also died for each and every one of 
us. It was a special, uplifting Family Day, where joyous hearts joined together for great fun and fellowship.   
 
As everyone left the Family Day, the children and adults picked up church flyers, Guideposts magazines, 
and books and materials from 1687 Foundation. Christmas had come early to NCI and all participants at 
the 6th Wings Family Day at Noble. 
 
The following comments came from the participants and their words describe how meaningful the Family 
Day was for everyone.   
 
Additional Comments: 
Please know I appreciate each of you who sacrificed your time to come into our facility.  Days like Sunday 
are very special to the men of NCI and to the employees.  It shows there is a lot of good that can happen 
inside a correctional facility.  Please know that you are welcome here and I hope that we can partner 
more in the next year.   
 
Take care and God bless.   
Tim Buchanan, Warden 
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What did you learn about the 40 Developmental Assets© that you can 
apply in your daily life? 

1. To try to have as many assets as possible in life. 
2. I learned that every aspect of our children’s lives molds the rest of their life. 
3. Positive view of personal future. 
4. Being patient. 
5. To have faith, God. 
6. Caring responsibility, family. 
7. More constructive use of time. 
8. Family support is very important. 

 
What assets do you think were strengthened today? 

1. Caring, responsibility. 
2. Family support. 
3. Talking about the Lord. 
4. The families. 
5. Talking about and the Live Nativity was great for the children and us. 
6. Family support, religion. 
7. Internal assets. 
8. Involvement with family. 

 
Which assets do you think are strongest in your family? 

1. Safety. 
2. Family support, positive communication, school engagement. 
3. Sticking together, staying positive. 
4. Being united. 
5. Determination, willingness to learn. 
6. Family support, personal power.   
7. Family support. 
8. God and communication.                                                         

 
Which assets do you think you would like to work harder on in your 
family? 

1. Honesty and self-esteem. 
2. Time at home, resistance skills. 
3. Doing more family things as a family. 
4. Everything you can never have, enough family love and support. 
5. Listening more and taking advice better. 
6. Service to others. 
7. Boundaries and expectations. 
8. Personal power. 
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